
Job Description - Children’s Teacher for Family Inventors’ Lab (Bellevue College Parent Ed) 

I am currently hiring for the morning class. If enrollment increases, I may also hire a teacher for the afternoon class. 

Preference would be for both classes to have the same teacher. 

What Is Family Inventors’ Lab? We are a hands-on, play-based class for families with children age 3 – 6. We are a 

STE(A)M enrichment class (science, technology, engineering, art, math, plus a healthy dose of nature.) We have a 

philosophy based on Tinkering: the best way to learn something is to experience it hands-on by building / making 

something, testing it, refining it. It’s totally OK if something does not work the first time – this is not failure… it just 

means you keep trying. Learn more about the class at: http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/parented/family-inventors-lab/   

We are a play-based class. We set up 7 – 10 activity stations with art, sensory play, science exploration, big motor play 

and so on, all related to the week’s theme. (Curriculum is provided – it was developed in 2015 – 16, and we will continue 

to refine it this year, with input from teachers and parents. Summaries of last year’s classes can be found at 

www.InventorsOfTomorrow.com.) Children can move around the room, trying out any activity for as long as they 

choose. Teachers and parent volunteers offer guidance and assistance as needed. 

Class is divided into these segments:  

 Discovery Time – Children are arriving, and are encouraged to explore all the stations. The teachers move 

around the room, providing support with discovery, but not yet “teaching” the week’s concept. 

 Opening Circle – All children are gathered together for a few songs, a book, and a brief introduction to the key 

science concepts for the day. Currently, the parent educator and lead teacher lead all circle times. The new 

teacher may or may not be involved in leading circle, dependent on experience and interest. 

 Tinkering Time – Children return to the stations, this time with an understanding of the scientific concept we are 

focusing on. Teachers again move around, asking questions to extend learning, and assisting as needed. 

 Outdoor Time – Teacher is responsible for supervising half the children at outdoor / playground time (with a 

parent assistant) while the lead teacher leads closing circle for the other half.  

 Closing Circle – children are divided into two groups by age. Closing circle includes a reprise of the day’s song, a 

discussion about what was done and learned that day, and a closing storytime.  

 Parent education is held for one hour of class, once per month. The parent educator takes all the parents, 

except the three volunteers, into the classroom next door during tinkering time. Children are encouraged to 

participate in tinkering time, but can be with parents if they need to. 

Overview of Program Logistics: Our class meets on Saturdays from 10 – 12 or 1:30 – 3:30. We meet on the Bellevue 

College campus most weeks, and at Robinswood Park one week each month. We will also have three field trips in 

2016. We will enroll up to 21 children per class. Most are age 3 – 6, but we will take younger siblings as young as 2.5 

and older siblings up to age 7. We are a parent cooperative. Each week 3 parents work in the classroom. Others 

often choose to stay and play, although they can drop off. We have a parent educator who serves as the coordinator 

for the full program, and one or two children’s teachers, dependent on enrollment. The program runs from Sept. 10, 

2016 – early June 2017, with days off for school vacations - a total of 32 Saturdays and two non-Saturday field trips.  

Compensation, Additional duties and requirements 

 Compensation: $2565. (9 monthly payments of $285.) This salary covers three hours per class session as 

described below. It also includes up to 6 hours of beginning of the year planning and set-up, and up to 6 hours of 

spring clean-up. 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/parented/family-inventors-lab/
http://www.inventorsoftomorrow.com/


 The morning class is from 10 am till 12 pm. The teacher is required to be on site for set-up beginning at 8:30 am 

and stays after class till clean-up is complete – typically 12:30 – 12:45. Salary covers the period from 9:30 – 

12:30. Any time beyond that is paid at $15 per hour. 

 The afternoon class is from 1:30 – 3:30. The teacher is required to be on site by 1:15, and to stay after class until 

clean-up is done, which can be any time between 4:30 and 5:30. Salary covers the period from 1:15 – 4:15. Any 

time beyond that is paid at $15 per hour. 

Qualifications 

Strong preference is given to those with a degree in education, especially early education and/or science education, and 

experience teaching young children in a group setting.  

Teacher is required to maintain First Aid / CPR certification. If costs are incurred, teacher can be reimbursed up to 

$50.00. Teachers also must have a background check, and a pertussis vaccination is strongly recommended. 

To apply:  

Please send cover letter and resume to Janelle Durham, parent educator, by August 28, 2016 at 

janelyn@bellevuecollege.edu   

For additional information:  Contact Janelle Durham. 

mailto:janelyn@bellevuecollege.edu

